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Nonprofit Association of Oregon supports Attorney General’s  
efforts to publicize questionable charities 

 
Portland, February 8, 2011 ― The Nonprofit Association of Oregon supports the Oregon Attorney General’s 
efforts to expose and publicize questionable charities through the introduction of new regulatory legislation. 
The Attorney General’s bill (Senate Bill 40) targets nonprofits that routinely use most of the funds they 
collect for fundraising, rather than for programs benefiting the community. 
 
While the problem of these unethical charities is serious, it is not a widespread problem in Oregon. The 
overwhelming majority of Oregon nonprofits are honorably run and effective stewards of the resources 
entrusted to them. 
 
Legislation introduced by the Oregon Attorney General would allow it to disqualify certain charitable 
organizations from receiving contributions that are deductible for Oregon’s tax purposes if the Attorney 
General finds the organization has failed to expend at least 30% of total annual functional expenses on 
program services, averaged over the organization’s last three fiscal years. Senate Bill 40 would impose 
mandatory disclosure requirements for charitable organizations that are subject to disqualification orders; 
with provisions for mitigating circumstances. The bill would have no impact on the Federal deductibility of 
donations. 
 
This legislation targets the very few nonprofits engaged in unethical fundraising practices ― estimated at 
just a handful of the over 16,000 registered nonprofit charitable organizations in Oregon. According to 
Carrie Hoops, the Association's Executive Director, "This problem is not widespread in Oregon, but it is serious 
for those donors whose trust is abused by a few organizations ― and the Association certainly takes it seriously, since 
we don't want the good work of Oregon's nonprofits to be discredited by a few bad apples." 
 
The Nonprofit Association of Oregon supports this effort to crack down on fundraising abuses and assists 
organizations in being good stewards of their resources through training and consulting programs, and 
publications such as The Oregon Nonprofit Corporation Handbook. More about these programs and 
services can be found at www.nonprofitoregon.org. 
 
Those who support nonprofits with financial contributions can find out more about the charities they 
support by using online resources such as GuideStar and Charity Navigator. 
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