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Alliance National Conference - Portland, Oregon - October 6-8, 2015 
 
 
August 31, 2015 
 
Dear Colleagues:   
 
The 2015 Alliance for Nonprofit Management Conference 2015 Alliance for Nonprofit Management 
Conference is fast approaching and now is the time to register and help us get the word out.  This year’s 
conference takes place October 6-8 right in the heart of downtown Portland, Oregon on the campus of 
Portland State University.   
 
This year’s program includes a keynote address by Patrice Cullors, one of the founders of #BlackLivesMatter 
and a panel discussion led by Rusty Stahl with the Talent Philanthropy Project.  With over 20 interactive 
workshops and our Research to Practice track for advanced level participants, the conference provides both 
variety and depth for consultants, academics, funders and nonprofit leaders interested in increasing the 
capacity of nonprofit organizations and other actors working toward sustainable social change. More detail 
on this year’s program can be found below and the FULL CONFERENCE AGENDA is being regularly updated.   
 
With our primary partners, the Nonprofit Association of Oregon and the Institute for Nonprofit 
Management at Portland State University, we’ve draw both from national and local networks to create a 
powerful and unique learning opportunity for nonprofit and social change leaders in the Pacific Northwest 
and from across the country. Help us engage as many as possible!   
  
Promote the Conference! #ANPM2015 
Please feel free to use the following resource for your internal and external newsletters, event calendars, 
website, social media or other communications. We have prepared sample communication outreach 
messages along with partnered social media accounts for your convenience. If you have questions, please 
email info@allianceonline.org. CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
 
Become a 2015 Sponsor or Exhibitor 
This year’s conference offers a variety of opportunities for sponsors and exhibitors to showcase their 
support to this vital audience of nonprofit leaders, capacity builders, funders and researchers. 
 CLICK HERE FOR INFORMATION 
 
If you want information or have any questions, our Program Director Robyn Steely would love to hear from 
you.  Robyn can be reached at robyns@allianceonline.org.  Thanks again for the thoughtfulness and time 
you have contributed to making this year’s conference come together.  I’m really looking forward to seeing 
you in beautiful Portland!   
 

 
Dahnesh Medora 
2015 Alliance Conference Chair 
 
 
 
 
 

http://theallianceconference.org/
http://theallianceconference.org/
http://patrissecullors.com/
http://www.talentphilanthropy.org/
http://theallianceconference.org/2015-alliance-conference-agenda/
https://www.nonprofitoregon.org/
http://www.inpm.pdx.edu/
http://www.inpm.pdx.edu/
file:///C:/Users/R/AppData/Local/Temp/info@allianceonline.org
http://theallianceconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Alliance-Promotional-Kit_2015-4.pdf
http://theallianceconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Alliance-Sponsor-and-Exhibitor-kit.pdf
mailto:robyns@allianceonline.org
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Alliance National Conference - Portland, Oregon - October 6-8, 2015 

 
 

Detail on the 2015 Alliance for Nonprofit Management National Conference 
 

Program 
 
Keynotes:   
With the help of many, we have some excellent programming starting with our keynote sessions including:  

 Patrisse Cullors, one of the founders of Black Lives Matter.  Patrisse will be interviewed on stage to 
discuss the link between capacity building and this movement for racial justice.  

 Panel discussion being organized by the Talent Philanthropy Project that will explore different 
dimensions of supporting the human capacity of nonprofits.   

 
Workshops: 
Our request for proposals in our Emerging Practices and Practice Development tracks yielded over 90 
responses in four weeks and the committees narrowed this down to roughly 20.  A few workshop 
hightlights include: 

 Practice Management: Tools, Tricks and Tips for Small Firms 

 Power is Not Fairy Dust: Transferring Power to Young and Underrepresented Leaders 

 Chunk, Flip, Guide, Laugh: How people learn best 

 Whose project is it? Fostering Community Ownership 

 Nonprofit Success Factors Unpacked 

 Understanding and Managing Team Dynamics 

 Pracademics: Research to Capacity Mission 

 Designed to Matter: How Branding and Design Tell Your Story 
 

The FULL CONFERENCE AGENDA provides details on workshops and is being regularly updated.   
 
Special thanks to Annie Hernandez and Terry Horton for their leadership with the Emerging Practice 
committee and to Anne Yurasek, Kori Kanayama and Paul Sturm for their work with the Practice 
Development Committee.   
 
Research to Practice 
Research to Practice is our third programming track and is intended for advanced-level consultants, 
pracademics, and funders who are interested in exploring the implications of relevant research in capacity-
building practice and applying new consulting approaches and interventions based on the research. These 
experiential, cutting-edge sessions also are intended to advance the capacity-building field, through the 
documentation of learnings from the sessions and dissemination to the nonprofit sector.  This year’s focus 
includes: 

 Volunteerism and Capacity Building with Jeffrey Brudney, Ph.D., Professor and Academic Director 
of Innovation in the Nonprofit Sector, University of North Carolina and Peter York, Algorhythm 

 Racial Equity and Capacity Building with Curdina Hill, Clearways to Freedom and Ann Curry-
Stevens, Ph.D., Portland State University  

 Shared Staff Leadership and Capacity Building with Mike Allison, Mike Allison Consulting, Sean 
Thomas- Breitfeld, Co-Director, Building Movement Project and Max Freund, LF Leadership 

http://blacklivesmatter.com/
http://www.talentphilanthropy.org/
http://theallianceconference.org/2015-alliance-conference-agenda/
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 Board Leadership and Governance Beyond the Boundaries of the Board: 201 with, Judy Freiwirth, 
Psy.D., Nonprofit Solutions Associates Gayle Gifford, Cause and Effect, Yvonne Harrison, Ph.D., 
University of New York at Albany Mary, Hiland, Hiland & Associates and David Renz, Ph.D., Midwest 
Center for Nonprofit Leadership, University of Missouri. 

 
Special thanks to Judy Freiwirth for helping develop this big effort which brings a unique depth to our 
program.   
 
Finally, our partners at NAO and PSU are hard at work creating the Nonprofit Track which will be geared 
primarily to nonprofit leaders.  This series of workshops will provide skills training, management and 
leadership advice, peer to peer learning opportunities, and strategies to increase the effectiveness of 
nonprofit organizations and impact they have on our communities.  Special thanks to Amy Callahan, 
Jennifer Bugley, Amy Erekson Varga, Billie Sandberg, Dan Trifone and Jim White for this work to make this 
happen.   
 
The 2015 Terry McAdam Book Award Winner 
This year’s winner of the Terry McAdam Book Award is “The Sustainability Mindset: Using the Matrix Map 
to Make Strategic Decisions” by Jeanne Bell and Steve Zimmerman.  Patty Oertel, Chair of the Terry 
McAdam Book Award Committee describes Bell and Zimmerman's book as "a step by step guide for 
nonprofit managers, board members and consultants to articulate the services and activities core to their 
mission, understand their financial picture and develop strategies to achieve sustainability. Special thanks 
to Patty and the Terry McAdam Book Award Committee for their work to make this selection.   
 
Related Activities:  
Beyond workshops, additional program and special events include: 

 Funders roundtable 

 Portland State University sponsored host reception  

 The Nonprofit Association of Oregon’s Annual Meeting   

 The Alliance membership meeting and reception 

 Five different affinity group meetings including Executive Transitions and Leadership Continuity, 
Capacity Building, Coaching, Governance and People of Color 

 
Our Engagement Committee is involved in some of these activities as well as others to help ensure that we 
create a welcoming space for all.  One additional project they are doing involves creating a “Conference 
Navigator,” a tool that many conference participants found helpful in Austin last year. Big thanks to Rachael 
Gibson, Casey McFall and Susan Mooney and for serving on this committee.   
 
 

Fundraising and Registrations 
 
We are making significant progress towards meeting our overall fundraising goal thanks to the good work 
of many people including our Development Committee.  Funds to support the conference come from the 
Alliance’s general fund, sponsors and vendors and registrations.   
 
While registrations are roughly on track with past years, we need your help to get the word out.  As well, 
we would like to engage more sponsors and vendors.  A Vendor/Sponsor Information Packet has been 
prepared and can be used to support this effort.  
 

http://theallianceconference.org/the-terry-mcadam-book-award/
https://www.nonprofitoregon.org/training_convening/annual_meeting
http://theallianceconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Alliance-Sponsor-and-Exhibitor-kit.pdf
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Thanks to the Development Committee which includes Jennifer Bugley, Amy Callahan and Jim White with 
NAO, Phil Keisling and Amy Erekson Varga with PSU and Alliance Board Members Chrissie Bonner, John 
Brothers and Dennis McMillian.    
 
 

Location, Logistics and Schedule 
 
This year’s conference starts on Tuesday, October 6 at 7:30am and ends at 1:30pm on Thursday, October 8.  
Conference sessions and keynotes will at Smith Memorial Student Union at Portland State University and 
right in the heart of downtown Portland.  The Alliance has secured a block of rooms at University Place 
Hotel and Conference Center at Portland State University. This modest, comfortable hotel is a 10 minute, 
moderately-paced walk just seven blocks from the conference venue. If you would prefer to stay at a 
different hotel, there are several options within a half mile of the conference venue. The special conference 
rate, starting at $82/night, applies only at the University Place Hotel.  
 
Special thanks to the PSU crew including Phil Keisling, Billie Sandberg, Dan Trifone and Amy Erekson Varga 
for welcoming the Alliance to their campus.  
 
 
Thanks! 
Finally, I want to send out a big word of thanks to our cosponsors NAO, Jim White, Executive Director and 
PSU, Stephen Percy, Dean of the College of Urban and Public Affairs and their teams, for their efforts to 
welcome this conference to Portland and this region.  Their dedication to making this a great event has 
been huge.   
 
Our Program Director, Robyn Steely has the large task of fitting all the pieces and priorities together.  If you 
haven’t worked with her I think you’ll find she brings a blend of creativity and stamina to the role and she is 
available to help wherever possible.  Robyn can be reached at robyns@allianceonline.org. 
 
If you are not plugged in and want to get more involved or have any questions, we’d love to hear from you.  
Thanks again for the thoughtfulness and time you have contributed to making this year’s conference come 
together.  I’m really looking forward to seeing you in beautiful Portland!   
 

 
 
Dahnesh Medora 
2015 Alliance Conference Chair 
 
 

http://www.uplacehotel.com/
http://www.uplacehotel.com/
mailto:robyns@allianceonline.org

